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"and my wants are thus provided for without keeping
a servant up."

The place of coachman, was little more than a sinecure,
as his handsome chariot and four beautiful horses, were
never used except when his daughters visited him. He
paid no visits and when lie took his daily ride, it was
always on horseback and alone. It was then he enjoyed
solitude, surrounded only by the works of nature of
which he was a fond lover and great admirer. He used
to explore the most lonely paths, the wildest scenes
among the hills and woods of the surrounding country,
and along the high and wooded banks of the Potomac.
He was passionately fond of botany, not a plant from the
lowliest weed to the loftiest tree escaped his notice, dis-
mounting from his horse he would climb rocks, or wade
through swamps to obtain any plant he discovered or
desired and seldom returned from these excursions with-
out a variety of specimens of the plants he had met
with. ...

He was very anxious to improve the ground around
tfte President's House; but as Congress would make no
appropriation for this and similar objects, he was obliged
to abandon the idea, and content himself with enclosing
it with a common stone wall and sewing it down in
grass. Afterwards when the grisly Bears, brought by
Capt Lewis from the far west, (where he had been
to explore the course of the Missouri,) were confined
within this enclosure a witty federalist called it the
President's bear-garden. How the federalists delighted
to turn all Mr. Jefferson clid or said into ridicule!
In planning the improvement of these grounds* It was
Mr, Jefferson's design to have planted them exclusively
with Trees, shrubs and flowers indigenous to our native
soil He had a long list made out in which they wereithin,
